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How Israsl
wiped out
Syria’s SAM
missiles

Remotely plioted vehicles (A) flew into the neared, tha E-2C callad for an artillery bar-
Bekaa Valley, beaming signals that fooled rago to haraas ground crews (C) and rock-
the Syrlans Into belluving the tiny plastic els to dispense aluminum chaf? that pro-
craft were Israell jots. The Syrlans turned vanted the radars from locking on the

on surtace-to-alr radars, allowing the RPVs aitacking planes (D). F-4 Phantom jets out-
to “fingerprint” the radar. Thesa data were  fitted with Wild Wearel jammers gnd mis-
relayed to an £-2C command plane (3) 30 slie~diverting flares (E) fired minblles that
Jammers on lsraell planos could be set to homa in on radar signals or on refiectod
the right froquencles. As-Israeli alccraft light from the RPVs' laser target designa-

* tors. Without tholr radar, the SAM launch-

ors were “bilnd" and could be destroyed
by conventional bombse dropped from
F-188 (F). When Syria sent up its MiGs to
defend the surface-to-alr missie batteripa,
the E-2C command plane dlrectad Inraell
F-198 and F-18s to a point whare they
could fire iong-range misslles before the
Syrians detected them.
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